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Prelude: “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” - Hal H. Hopson 
Musician: Jennifer Lai 

 

Welcome  

 

Opening Music: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” UMH 302 Vs. 1-4 

Musicians: Joyce Theilacker, Lisa Corpron, Jayson Coleman, Randy Seward, Jennifer Lai 

 

 1. Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 

Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 

Sing, ye heavens and earth reply, Alleluia! 

 

2. Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 

Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 

Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! 

Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 

 

3. Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 

Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 

Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia! 

Where’s the victory, boasting grave? Alleluia! 

 

4. Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 

Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 

Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 

 

Scripture: John 20:1-18  - 8:30am - Peter McCreight; 10am – Don Lincoln 

 

Early in the morning of the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 

to the tomb and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. She ran to Simon Peter 

and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord from the 

tomb, and we don’t know where they’ve put him.” Peter and the other disciple left to go to the 

tomb. They were running together, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and was the first to 

arrive at the tomb. Bending down to take a look, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he didn’t 

go in. Following him, Simon Peter entered the tomb and saw the linen cloths lying there. He also 

saw the face cloth that had been on Jesus’ head. It wasn’t with the other clothes but was folded 

up in its own place. Then the other disciple, the one who arrived at the tomb first, also went 

inside. He saw and believed. They didn’t yet understand the scripture that Jesus must rise from 

the dead. Then the disciples returned to the place where they were staying. 

 

Mary stood outside near the tomb, crying. As she cried, she bent down to look into the tomb. She 

saw two angels dressed in white, seated where the body of Jesus had been, one at the head and 

one at the foot. The angels asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

 

She replied, “They have taken away my Lord, and I don’t know where they’ve put him.” As soon 

as she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she didn’t know it was 

Jesus. 



 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?” 

 

Thinking he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 

have put him and I will get him.” 

 

Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

 

She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabbouni” (which means Teacher). 

 

Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold on to me, for I haven’t yet gone up to my Father. Go to my 

brothers and sisters and tell them, ‘I’m going up to my Father and your Father, to my God and 

your God.’” 

 

Mary Magdalene left and announced to the disciples, “I’ve seen the Lord.” Then she told them 

what he said to her. 

 

Prayers of the People   

A Pastor will begin a time of prayer and name those for whom our congregation is praying. A 

time of silence will indicate when you may share one name or very short phrase to add. 

 

Pastoral Prayer  

 

Blessing for Children  
 

Scripture: Acts 10:34-43   
 

Peter said, “I really am learning that God doesn’t show partiality to one group of people over 

another. Rather, in every nation, whoever worships him and does what is right is acceptable to 

him. This is the message of peace he sent to the Israelites by proclaiming the good news through 

Jesus Christ: He is Lord of all! You know what happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 

after the baptism John preached. You know about Jesus of Nazareth, whom God anointed with 

the Holy Spirit and endowed with power. Jesus traveled around doing good and healing everyone 

oppressed by the devil because God was with him. We are witnesses of everything he did, both 

in Judea and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him up on 

the third day and allowed him to be seen, not by everyone but by us. We are witnesses whom 

God chose beforehand, who ate and drank with him after God raised him from the dead. He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as 

judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 

him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

Message:   “Risking the Salvation of God” 

  

Response to the Word  
 

Confession, Assurance, and Peace  

 

Liturgist: God of hope, in the midst of death, you call forth life. When all hope seemed gone, 

you raised Jesus from the grave. We come before you today, longing for your life-



giving presence. God of life and love, like Peter, we gaze into the empty tomb and see 

only death. Like Mary, we stand weeping over loss. We so often feel hopeless. We 

don’t recognize any possibility for joy. Surprise us with your work in the world. May 

we dry our tears, as we dance into new life. Amen. 

 

Pastor: The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. Rejoice, you 

have received new life!  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 

Liturgist: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering  

 

Offertory: “Alleluia, Praise the Risen King!” by Lloyd Larson 

Musicians: Joyce Theilacker, Lisa Corpron, Jayson Coleman, Randy Seward, Jennifer Lai 

  

Thanksgiving and Holy Communion  

 

Communion elements have been placed on chairs before the beginning of Worship for in-person 

participants, and online participants may select from your home to include bread (or similar) 

and juice (or similar). Please wait until directed before receiving your elements. 

 

Closing Music: “The Day of Resurrection” UMH 303 

Musicians: Joyce Theilacker, Lisa Corpron, Jayson Coleman, Randy Seward, Jennifer Lai 
 

 1. The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad; 

the passover of gladness, the passover of God 

From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky, 

our Christ hath brought us over, with hymns of victory. 
 

2. Our hearts be pure from evil, that we may see aright 

the Lord in rays eternal of resurrection light; 

and listening to his accents, may hear, so calm and plain, 

his own “All hail!” and, hearing, may raise the victor strain  

 

 

3. Now let the heavens be joyful! Let earth the song begin! 

Let the round world keep triumph, and all that is therein! 

Let all things seen and unseen their notes in gladness blend, 

for Christ the Lord hath risen, our joy that hath no end. 

 

Benediction  
 

Postlude: Fantasy on “Forty Days and Forty Nights” - Matthew McConnell 
Musician: Jennifer Lai 

 

Set up team:  Deborah & Sal Butera, Peter & Sandy McCreight, Rod Betts, Mark Maddox 
Ushers:      8:30am - Steve Gray, Dan Martin, Peter McCreight 

       10am - Rod Betts, Don Lincoln, Peter McCreight, Don Rushing 
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