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Prelude: “Fugue in C “- Dietrich Buxtehude
Musician: Jennifer Lai

Welcome

Opening Music: “How Firm a Foundation” UMH 529
Musicians: Lisa Corpron, Bob Wuertz,  Jayson Coleman, Randy Seward, Jennifer Lai

1. How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in his excellent word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

2. “Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
for I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen and help thee, and cause thee to stand
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

3. “When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

4. “When through fiery trials thy pathways shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply;
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

5. “The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake.”

Prayers of  the People
A Pastor will begin a time of prayer and name those for whom our congregation is praying.
A time of silence will indicate when you may share one name or very short phrase to add.

Pastoral Prayer

Blessing for Children



Scripture:

1 Peter 1:13-25 (CEB)

Therefore, once you have your minds ready for action and you are thinking clearly, place your hope
completely on the grace that will be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed. Don’t be conformed
to your former desires, those that shaped you when you were ignorant. But, as obedient children, you
must be holy in every aspect of your lives, just as the one who called you is holy. It is written, You will
be holy, because I am holy. Since you call upon a Father who judges all people according to their actions
without favoritism, you should conduct yourselves with reverence during the time of your dwelling in
a strange land. Live in this way, knowing that you were not liberated by perishable things like silver or
gold from the empty lifestyle you inherited from your ancestors. Instead, you were liberated by the
precious blood of Christ, like that of a flawless, spotless lamb. Christ was chosen before the creation of
the world, but was only revealed at the end of time. This was done for you, who through Christ are
faithful to the God who raised him from the dead and gave him glory. So now, your faith and hope
should rest in God.

As you set yourselves apart by your obedience to the truth so that you might have genuine affection for
your fellow believers, love each other deeply and earnestly. Do this because you have been given new
birth—not from the type of seed that decays but from seed that doesn’t. This seed is God’s life-giving
and enduring word. Thus,

All human life on the earth is like grass,
and all human glory is like a flower in a field.

The grass dries up and its flower falls off,
but the Lord’s word endures forever.

This is the word that was proclaimed to you as good news.

Message: “Why Is the Bible Like That?”

Response to the Word

Confession, Assurance, and Peace

Liturgist: Holy God, you call us to be holy, but we confess that we fail, fall short, give up. Hear us as
we cry to you, “Have mercy on me, a sinner!”

Pastor: Hear the good news! Christ died for us while we were yet sinners. That proves God’s love
for us. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Liturgist: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen.



Invitation to the Offering

Offertory: “Train Up a Child” by Pepper Choplin
Musicians: Lisa Corpron, Bob Wuertz,  Jayson Coleman, Randy Seward, Jennifer Lai

Thanksgiving and Holy Communion

Communion elements have been placed on chairs before the beginning of Worship for in-person
participants, and online participants may select from your home to include bread (or similar) and juice
(or similar). Please wait until directed before receiving your elements.

Closing Music: “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” UMH 277
Musicians: Lisa Corpron, Bob Wuertz,  Jayson Coleman, Randy Seward, Jennifer Lai

1. Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear;
things I would ask him to tell me if he were here:
scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea,
stories of Jesus, tell them to me.

2. First let me hear how the children stood round his knee,
and I shall fancy his blessing resting on me;
words full of kindness, deeds full of grace,
all in the lovelight of Jesus’ face.

3. Into the city I’d follow the children’s band,
waving a branch of the palm tree high in my hand;
one of his heralds, yes, I would sing
loudest hosannas, “Jesus is King!”

Benediction

Postlude: “Postlude Op. 87, No. 3”- Simon Sechter
Musicians: Jennifer Lai

Liturgists: Deborah Butera
Ushers: Don Lincoln, Dan Martin, Peter McCreight, Don Rushing, Russell Toppi
Audio Visual Team: Dave Flores, Emilio Valente, Cam Rhodes
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