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Prelude: “Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” - Emma Lou Diemer
Musician: Jennifer Lai

Welcome

Opening Music: “The God of Abraham Praise” UMH 116
Musicians: Joyce Theilacker, Lisa Corpron, Jayson Coleman, Randy Seward, Jennifer Lai

1. The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above;
Ancient of Everlasting Days, and God of love;
Jehovah, great I AM! by earth and heaven confessed;
I bow and bless the sacred name forever blessed.

2. The great I AM has sworn; I on this oath depend.
I shall, on eagle wings upborne, to heaven ascend.
I shall behold God’s face; I shall God’s power adore,
and sing the wonders of God’s grace forevermore.

3. The heavenly land I see, with peace and plenty blest;
a land of sacred liberty, and endless rest.
There milk and honey flow, and oil and wine abound,
and trees of life forever grow with mercy crowned.

4. The God who reigns on high the great archangels sing,
and “Holy, holy, holy!” cry, “Almighty King!
Who was, and is, the same, and evermore shall be:
Jehovah, Lord, the great I AM, we worship thee!”

Prayers of  the People
A Pastor will begin a time of prayer and name those for whom our congregation is praying.
A time of silence will indicate when you may share one name or very short phrase to add.

Pastoral Prayer

Blessing for Children



Scripture

Matthew 25:31-45 (CEB)
“Now when the Human One comes in his majesty and all his angels are with him, he will sit on his
majestic throne. All the nations will be gathered in front of him. He will separate them from each
other, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right side. But
the goats he will put on his left.

“Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who will receive good things from my Father.
Inherit the kingdom that was prepared for you before the world began. I was hungry and you gave me
food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me. I was naked
and you gave me clothes to wear. I was sick and you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited
me.’

“Then those who are righteous will reply to him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you a drink? When did we see you as a stranger and welcome you, or naked and give
you clothes to wear? When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’

“Then the king will reply to them, ‘I assure you that when you have done it for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it for me.’

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Get away from me, you who will receive terrible things. Go into
the unending fire that has been prepared for the devil and his angels. I was hungry and you didn’t give
me food to eat. I was thirsty and you didn’t give me anything to drink. I was a stranger and you didn’t
welcome me. I was naked and you didn’t give me clothes to wear. I was sick and in prison, and you
didn’t visit me.’

“Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in
prison and didn’t do anything to help you?’ Then he will answer, ‘I assure you that when you haven’t
done it for one of the least of these, you haven’t done it for me.’

Ephesians 1:15-23 (CEB)
Since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people, this is the reason
that I don’t stop giving thanks to God for you when I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, will give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation that makes
God known to you. I pray that the eyes of your heart will have enough light to see what is the hope of
God’s call, what is the richness of God’s glorious inheritance among believers, and what is the
overwhelming greatness of God’s power that is working among us believers. This power is conferred by
the energy of God’s powerful strength. God’s power was at work in Christ when God raised him from
the dead and sat him at God’s right side in the heavens, far above every ruler and authority and power
and angelic power, any power that might be named not only now but in the future. God put
everything under Christ’s feet and made him head of everything in the church, which is his body. His
body, the church, is the fullness of Christ, who fills everything in every way.



Message: “Is Heaven Real?”

Response to the Word

Confession, Assurance, and Peace

Liturgist: God of glory, we do not always see your glory in the world around us. When we see a person
in need, it is not easy to look him in the eye. When we hear a cry for help, it is not easy to
offer her quick assistance. When we know of a lonely prisoner, it is not easy to make that
visit. Forgive us when we fail to see you in our everyday lives. Forgive us when we are afraid
to act, afraid to care. Encourage us, God of glory. Help us see others with the eyes of
compassion, that we might be your loving presence in the world. Amen.

Pastor: There is immeasurable greatness in the power of God for those who believe. There is
unquenchable fire in the hearts of believers for those who have tasted God’s hope. In the
name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Liturgist: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen.

Invitation to the Offering

Offertory: “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”
Musicians: Randy Seward

Thanksgiving and Holy Communion

Communion elements have been placed on chairs before the beginning of Worship for in-person
participants, and online participants may select from your home to include bread (or similar) and juice
(or similar). Please wait until directed before receiving your elements.

Closing Music: “Sing With All the Saints in Glory” UMH 702
Musicians: Joyce Theilacker, Lisa Corpron, Jayson Coleman, Randy Seward, Jennifer Lai

1. Sing with all the saints in glory, sing the resurrection song!
Death and sorrow, earth’s dark story, to the former days belong.
All around the clouds are breaking, soon the storms of time shall cease;
in God’s likeness we, awaking, know the everlasting peace.

2. O what glory, far exceeding all that eye has yet perceived!
Holiest hearts, for ages pleading, never that full joy conceived.
God has promised, Christ prepares it, there on high our welcome waits.
Every humble spirit shares it; Christ has passed th’eternal gates.



3. Life eternal! heaven rejoices: Jesus lives, who once was dead.
Join we now the deathless voices; child of God, lift up your head!
Patriarchs from the distant ages, saints all longing for their heaven,
prophets, psalmists, seers, and sages, all await the glory given.

4. Life eternal! O what wonders crowd on faith; what joy unknown,
when, amidst earth’s closing thunders, saints shall stand before the throne!
O to enter that bright portal, see that glowing firmament;
know, with thee, O God Immortal, “Jesus Christ whom thou has sent!”

Benediction

Postlude: “March in C” - G.F. Handel
Musician: Jennifer Lai

Liturgists: Chelsea Carter
Ushers: Wain Fishburn, Don Lincoln, Peter McCreight, Don Rushing, Lon Showley
Audio Visual Team: Dave Flores, Cam Rhodes
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