


WE GATHER IN THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST
Prelude Lieder ohne Worte op. 85 no. 1 Felix Mendelssohn

©1939 The Assoc. Board of The Royal Schools of Music

Introit We Praise Thee, O God Arr. Donald Moore
©1994 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp.

Welcome

† Opening Music O God of Every Nation UMH 435

1. O God of every nation, of every race and land,
redeem your whole creation with your almighty hand;
where hate and fear divide us, and bitter threats are hurled,
in love and mercy guide us, and heal our strife-torn world.

2. From search for wealth and power and scorn of truth and right,
from trust in bombs that shower destruction through the night,
from pride of race and station and blindness to your way,
deliver every nation, eternal God, we pray.

3. Lord, strengthen all who labor that all may �nd release
from fear of rattling saber, from dread of war’s increase;
when hope and courage falter, Lord, let your voice be heard;
with faith that none can alter, your servants undergird.

4. Keep bright in us the vision of days when war shall cease,
when hatred and division give way to love and peace,
till dawns the morning glorious when truth and justice reign,
and Christ shall rule victorious o’er all the world’s domain.

Blessing for Children

Prayers of the People
A Pastor will begin a time of prayer and name those for whom our congregation is praying.
A time of silence will indicate when you may share one name or very short phrase to add.

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our tresspasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



Prayer Response Almighty Father, Hear Our Prayer Arr. Donald Moore
©1994 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp.

WE HEAR OF THE LOVE OF CHRIST
Scripture Matthew 25:31-46 (CEB)

“Now when the Human One comes in his majesty and all his angels are with him, he will sit on his
majestic throne. All the nations will be gathered in front of him. He will separate them from each
other, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right side. But
the goats he will put on his left.

“Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who will receive good things from my Father.
Inherit the kingdom that was prepared for you before the world began. I was hungry and you gave me
food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me. I was naked
and you gave me clothes to wear. I was sick and you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited
me.’

“Then those who are righteous will reply to him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you a drink? When did we see you as a stranger and welcome you, or naked and give
you clothes to wear? When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’

“Then the king will reply to them, ‘I assure you that when you have done it for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it for me.’

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Get away from me, you who will receive terrible things. Go into
the unending �re that has been prepared for the devil and his angels. I was hungry and you didn’t give
me food to eat. I was thirsty and you didn’t give me anything to drink. I was a stranger and you didn’t
welcome me. I was naked and you didn’t give me clothes to wear. I was sick and in prison, and you
didn’t visit me.’

“Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in
prison and didn’t do anything to help you?’ Then he will answer, ‘I assure you that when you haven’t
done it for one of the least of these, you haven’t done it for me.’ And they will go away into eternal
punishment. But the righteous ones will go into eternal life.”

Scriptural Response

Liturgist: The Word of God for the People of God.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen.

Anthem Keep Your Lamps Arr. Andre Thomas
©1982 Hinshaw Music, Inc.

Message There Was a Time… Rev. Bob Rhodes



WE RESPOND TO THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST
Response in the World

Invitation to the O�ering

O�ertory I Dreamed a Dream (from Les Misérables) Claude-Michel Schonberg
Lisa Corpron, Soloist ©1986 Alain Boublil Music Ltd.1950 Ltd.

† Doxology Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow UMH 94

Confession, Assurance, and Peace

All: God of compassion, we do not always see your glory in the world around us. When we see a
person in need, it is not easy to look him in the eye. When we hear a cry for help, it is not
easy to o�er her quick assurance. When we know of a lonely prisoner, it is not easy to make
that unannounced visit. Forgive us when we fail to see you in our everyday lives. Forgive us
when we are afraid to act, afraid to care. Encourage us, God of glory. Help us to see others
with the eyes of compassion, that we might be your loving presence in the world. Amen.

Liturgist: There is immeasurable greatness in the power of God for those who believe. Trust in the
Lord, for God’s grace is real. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

All: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen.

WE FOLLOW CHRIST INTO THE WORLD
† Closing Song For the Healing of the Nations UMH 428

1. For the healing of the nations,
Lord, we pray with one accord;
for a just and equal sharing
of the things that earth a�ords;

to a life of love in action
help us rise and pledge our word,
help us rise and pledge our word.

2. Lead us forward into freedom;
from despair your world release,
that, redeemed from war and hatred,
all may come and go in peace.



Show us how through care and goodness
fear will die and hope increase,
fear will die and hope increase.

3. All that kills abundant living,
let it from the earth be banned;
pride of status, race, or schooling,
dogmas that obscure your plan.

In our common quest for justice
may we hallow life’s brief span,
may we hallow life’s brief span.

4. You, Creator God, have written
your great name on humankind;
for our growing in your likeness
bring the life of Christ to mind,

that by our response and service
earth its destiny may �nd,
earth its destiny may �nd.

† Benediction

Postlude Postlude in D Major Samuel Priestly Taylor
©1983 Belwin Mills Publishing
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