


WE GATHER IN THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST
Prelude What Shall I Give to the Child in the Manger Douglas E. Wagner
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Introit Blessed Be the God of Israel Hal H. Hopson
©1983 Hope Publishing Co.

Welcome

† Opening Hymn Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming UMH 216

1. Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as those of old have sung.
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter,
when half spent was the night.

2. Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind;
with Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind.
To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior,
when half spent was the night.

3. O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
dispel in glorious splendor the darkness everywhere.
True man yet very God, from sin and death now save us,
and share our every load.

Lighting the Advent Candle of Peace The Carter/Chatfield Family

Advent Response Advent Song (v2) TFWS 2090

Light the Advent candle, two: Think of humble shepherds,
who filled with wonder at the sight of the child of Christmas night.

Refrain
Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night;
candle, candle, burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light.

Blessing for Children

Prayers of the People
A Pastor will begin a time of prayer and name those for whom our congregation is praying.
Online Worshipers may type prayer requests in the Live Chat, taking care for privacy.

Pastoral Prayer



WE HEAR OF THE LOVE OF CHRIST
Scriptures Luke 1:26-38 (CEB)

When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a city in Galilee, to
a virgin who was engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David’s house. The virgin’s name
was Mary. When the angel came to her, he said, “Rejoice, favored one! The Lord is with you!” She was
confused by these words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. The angel said, “Don’t be
afraid, Mary. God is honoring you. Look! You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name
him Jesus. He will be great and he will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him
the throne of David his father. He will rule over Jacob’s house forever, and there will be no end to his
kingdom.”

Then Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen since I haven’t had sexual relations with a man?”

The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come over you and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. Therefore, the one who is to be born will be holy. He will be called God’s Son. Look,
even in her old age, your relative Elizabeth has conceived a son. This woman who was labeled ‘unable
to conceive’ is now six months pregnant. Nothing is impossible for God.”

Then Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you have said.” Then the angel left
her.

Scriptural Response

Liturgist: The Word of God for the People of God.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen.

Anthem Every Valley (from the Winter Rose) Joseph M. Martin
©2000 Malcom Music/Shawnee Press

Message The Promise of Potential Rev. Tara Limbaugh

WE RESPOND TO THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST
Response in the World

Invitation to the Offering

Offertory From Heaven Above to Earth I Come Johann Gottfried Walther
© C.F. Peters Corp.

† Doxology Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow UMH 94



Prayer of Confession

All: Savior God, shine upon us with your grace. We long to align ourselves with the
proud and the mighty. Guide us to walk with those who are poor and weak. When
we yearn for riches and glory, guide our hearts back to your thirst for justice and
righteousness. Remember us with mercy. We desire to live as the household of faith
you would have us be. Help us live according to your gospel and trust that all things
are possible in your love. In Christ’s saving grace, we pray. Amen.

One: Rejoice! God has looked with favor upon the powerless and the lowly. Christ has come to
redeem us from our sin. The Spirit has strengthened us with the power of grace and love.  In
the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

All: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen.

Thanksgiving and Holy Communion
Online worshipers are invited to select elements including bread and juice (or similar) from their homes to
participate in Holy Communion. Please wait until directed before receiving your elements.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our tresspasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer After Communion

WE FOLLOW CHRIST INTO THE WORLD
† Closing Hymn Hail to the Lord’s Anointed UMH 203

1. Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, great David’s greater Son!
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free;
to take away transgression, and rule in equity.

2. He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong;
to help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong;
to give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light,
whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in his sight.

3. He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth;
love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth.
Before him, on the mountains, shall peace, the herald, go,
and righteousness, in foundations, from hill to valley flow.



4. To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend;
his kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end.
The tide of time shall never his covenant remove;
his name shall stand forever; that name to us is love.

† Benediction

Postlude Chorus from “Judas Maccabaeus” G.F. Handel
© C.F.  Peters Corp.
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