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Gathering Music O Come, All Ye Faithful Arr. Hal H. Hopson

©2006 Hope Publishing Co.

Call to Worship
One: Come! Let us follow Jesus to the edge of the Jordan River to be baptized.
All:  'We come to be cleansed and made whole.
One: Come! Let us witness John’s confusion and Jesus’ insistence that John baptize God Incarnate.
All:  'We come to join Jesus in choosing life in the kingdom of God.
One: Come! Let us hear God declare the truth of Jesus’ identity and the truth of our identity as
baptized people.
All:  'We come to remember and embody who we are as beloved children of God.
One:  Come! Let us worship God who leads us into the baptismal waters and salvation life.
All:  We come to worship God who empowers us through divine presence to live together
as the family of God.
Congregational Introit Gloria, In Excelsis Deo UMH 238
Glo----- ri — a, in excelsis Deo! Glo - - - - - ri — a, in excelsis Deo!
Welcome
T Opening Hymn There’s a Song in the Air UMH 249
1. There’s a song in the air! There’s a star in the sky!
There’s a mother’s deep prayer and a baby’s low cry!
And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing,
for the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King!
2. There’s a tumult of joy o’er the wonderful birth,
for the virgin’s sweet boy is the Lord of the earth.
Ay! the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing,
for the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King!
3. In the light of that star lie the ages impearled;

and that song from afar has swept over the world.
Every hearth is aflame, and the beautiful sing
in the homes of the nations that Jesus is King!



4. We rejoice in the light, and we echo the song
that comes down through the night from the heavenly throng.
Ay! we shout to the lovely evangel they bring,
and we greet in his cradle our Savior and King!

Blessing for Young Hearts

Prayers of the People
A Pastor will begin a time of prayer and name those for whom our congregation is praying.
Online Worshipers may type prayer requests in the Live Chat, taking care for privacy.

Pastoral Prayer

Scripture Isaiah 42:1-9 (NRSVue)

Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry out or lift up his voice
or make it heard in the street;
a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth,
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

Thus says God, the Lord,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
Iam the Lord; I have called you in righteousness;
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,



to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
I'am the Lord; that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
I tell you of them.

Matthew 3:13-17 (NRSVue)

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented
him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it
be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when
Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him
and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

Scriptural Response

One:  The Word of God for the People of God.
All:  Thanks be to God! Amen

Congregational Carol Go, Tell It on the Mountain UMH 251

Refrain
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.

1. While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
behold throughout the heavens there shown a holy light.

Refrain
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.

2. The shepherds feared and trembled, when lo! above the earth,
rang out the angel chorus that hailed the Savior’s birth.
Refrain
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.



3. Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.

Refrain
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
ryw.
go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.

Message Power of Presence Rev. Bob Rhodes

Response to the Word
Invitation to the Offering

Offertory What Is This Love Fragrance French Carol/Arr. Wilcocks
©1970 Oxford University Press

T Doxology Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow UMH 94

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Prayer of Confession

All:  We are incredibly stubborn, O Lord. We have entered the season in which your light
has been given to the world, your blessings have been poured out on the world, and
yet all we can think about is our own problems, our own needs, our own desires. Help
us to desire you, Lord. Help us to yearn for your presence. Pour your baptismal waters
over us again, cleansing us from our self-pity and arrogance. Nourish and heal us so
that we may joyfully serve you. Wash away our jealousy, greed, and all negative
thoughts and behaviors that stand in the way of our truly being the people you have
called us to be. Again, let us receive the blessings offered in creation, in the birth and
baptism of Jesus, and in the ministry of the saints of light. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.



One:  Thelove of God is always offered to us, freely, joyfully, for all eternity. Rejoice, dear friends,
this is the good news! In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
All:  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen.

Thanksgiving and Holy Communion Musical Setting A UMH 17
Online worshipers are invited to select elements including bread and juice (or similar) from their bomes to

participate in Holy Communion. Please wait until directed before receiving your elements.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our tresspasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Communion Song Hark, the Herald Angels Sing UMH 240

1. Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;
with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Refrain
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord;
late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity,
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Refrain
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.
Refrain
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King

'”

Prayer After Communion



T Closing Hymn

1. The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Refrain
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.

2. They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night.

Refrain
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.

3. And by the light of that same star three Wise Men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went.

Refrain
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.

4, This star drew nigh to the northwest, o’er Bethlehem it took its rest;
and there it did both stop and stay, right over the place where Jesus lay.

Refrain
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.

5. Then entered in those Wise Men three, full reverently upon the knee,
and offered there, in his presence, their gold and myrrh and frankincense.

Refrain
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.

T Benediction
Postlude Two Noels Louis-Claude Daquin

Arr. Hal H. Hopson
©2006 Hope Publishing Co.
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