
 

 
 
 

 

 



WE GATHER IN THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST 
Gathering Music​ Interlude VIII​ Mark Dorian
​ ​ ©2007 Dorian Music 
 
Call to Worship  
 

One:​ On this Transfiguration Sunday, we gather on the mountaintop with Jesus, wondering what 
we will encounter. 

All:​ We come to encounter God’s glory revealed. 
 
One:​ We witness the revelation of Christ’s divinity made plain before us. 
All:​ We come to witness God’s glory revealed. 
 
One:​ We remember that God’s glory is not about spectacle but truth, not about show but about 

Love made real among us. 
All:​ We come to remember God’s glory revealed. 
 
One:​ We follow Jesus down from the mountaintop into the valleys, as God’s glory goes before us and 

behind us. 
All:​ We come to be sent out to share God’s glory revealed. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 
Congregational Introit​ O Lord, Your Tenderness​ TFWS 2143
​ ​  

O Lord, your tenderness, melting all my bitterness; O Lord, I receive your love. 
O Lord, your loveliness, changing my unworthiness; O Lord, I receive your love.​
O Lord, I receive your love; O Lord, I receive your love. 
 

Welcome  
 
† Opening Hymn​ O Wondrous Sight! O Vision Fair​ UMH 258 
 

1.​ O wondrous sight! O vision fair of glory that the church shall share,​
which Christ upon the mountain shows, where brighter than the sun he glows! 

 
2.​ From age to age the tale declares how with the three disciples there​

where Moses and Elijah meet, the Lord holds converse high and sweet.​
 

3.​ The law and prophets there have place, two chosen witnesses of grace;​
the Father’s voice from out the cloud proclaims his only Son aloud. 

 



4.​ With shining face and bright array, Christ deigns to manifest that day​
what glory shall be theirs above who joy in God with perfect love.​
 

5.​ And faithful hearts are raised on high by this great vision’s mystery;​
for which in joyful strains we raise the voice of prayer, the hymn of praise. 

 
Blessing for Young Hearts  
 
Prayers of the People  

A Pastor will begin a time of prayer and name those for whom our congregation is praying. ​
Online Worshipers may type prayer requests in the Live Chat, taking care for privacy. 

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our tresspasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Prayer Response​ Into My Heart​ TFWS 2160 
 
 

WE HEAR OF THE LOVE OF CHRIST 
Scripture​ Exodus 24:12-18 (NRSVue) 
 

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; I will give you the tablets of 
stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” So Moses set 
out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up onto the mountain of God. To the elders he had said, 
“Wait here for us, until we come back to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a 
dispute may go to them.” 
 
Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of the Lord 
settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out 
of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the 
mountain in the sight of the Israelites. Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. Moses 
was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 

 
 



Matthew 17:1-9 (NRSVue) 
 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high 
mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became bright as light. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 
Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will set up three tents here, 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well 
pleased; listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by 
fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” And when they raised 
their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 
 
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after 
the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

 
Scriptural Response  
 

One:​ The Word of God for the People of God. 
All:​ Thanks be to God! Amen 

 
Anthem​ Holy Ground​ Davis/Larson 
​ ​ ©2002 Hope Publishing Co. 
 
Message​ Glory Revealed​ Rev. Bob Rhodes 
 
 

WE RESPOND TO THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST 
Response to the Word  
 
Invitation to the Offering  
 
Offertory​ Peaceful Piano #25​ Mark Hayes 
​ ​ ©2023 Lorenz Publishing Co. 
 
† Doxology​ Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow​ UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 



Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
† Prayer of Confession  
 

All:​ Holy God, we confess that we do not trust You fully. We put our hope in worldly gain 
and in human promises, and find ourselves defeated and lost when things fall apart. 
You have given us a love more fully than anything we could experience in this world 
but we do not seek it, we do not hold on to it, and we look to our own means of 
assurance and security. Forgive us. Call us back to You that we may put our trust in 
You and not be afraid. May we hear the words so clearly as the disciples did on the day 
of the Transfiguration; may we rise up and not be afraid. In the name of Jesus, who 
loves us and offers us forgiveness, we pray. Amen. 

 
One:​ You are God’s Beloved; with you, God is well pleased. You are renewed and restored. You are 

forgiven and loved. You are a new creation in Christ, everything old has passed away; see, 
everything is becoming new. Go and share the good news of God’s love. In the name of Jesus 
Christ, we are forgiven. 

All:​ In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
 

WE FOLLOW CHRIST INTO THE WORLD 
† Closing Hymn​ Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies​ UMH 173 
 

1.​ Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true, the only light,​
Sun of Righteousness, arise, triumph o’er the shades of night;​
Dayspring from on high, be near; Daystar, in my heart appear.​
 

2.​ Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by thee;​
joyless is the day’s return, till thy mercy’s beams I see;​
till they inward light impart, cheer my eyes and warm my heart. 

 
3.​ Visit then this soul of mine; pierce the gloom of sin and grief;​

fill me, Radiancy divine, scatter all my unbelief;​
more and more thyself display, shining to the perfect day. 

 
† Benediction  
 
Postlude​ Symphony in Bb​ Nicolas Le Begue/Arr. Hopson
​ ​ ©2006 Hope Publishing Co. 
 
Liturgical elements from Discipleship Ministries (UMC) and The Abingdon Worship Annual. 



Flowers:​ in appreciation and gratitude to our ushers for their ministry 
Liturgist:​ Lon Showley 
Organist:​ Robert Wuertz 
Pianist: ​ Rebecca Cosford 
Ushers:​ Cindy Rushing, Gail Chatfield, Ann Davis, Ann Gonsalves, ​
​ Janet Lind, Leigh Kramer, Jean Thomas 
Tech Team:​ AJ Prat, Cam Rhodes 
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