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Call to Worship
One:  Now, therefore, revere the LORD, and serve the LoRD in sincerity and in faithfulness.
All:  As for me and my household, we will serve the Lorb.
One:  Choose this day whom you will serve, the gods of security, image, and fear, or the God who
calls you by name.
All:  As for me and my household, we will serve the Lorbp.
One: Itis the LorD our God who brought us out of slavery to sin and death, and keeps us safe along
the journey.
All:  As for me and my household, we will serve the Lorb.
One:  So now there isn't any condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Come, worship the
God who has set us free.
All:  The Spirit of life has set us free from the law of sin and death. We will serve the
Lorb, for the Lorp is our God. Thanks be to God. Amen.
Congregational Introit Surely the Presence of the Lord UMH 328

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place;

I can feel his mighty power and his grace.

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face;

surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

Welcome
T Opening Hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing UMH 400
1. Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love.
2. Here I raise mine Ebenezer; hither by thy help I'm come;

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.



3. O to grace how great a debtor daily I’'m constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;
here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.

Blessing for Young Hearts

Prayers of the People
A Pastor will begin a time of prayer and name those for whom our congregation is praying.
Online Worshipers may type prayer requests in the Live Chat, taking care for privacy.

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our tresspasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer Response Amen UMH 898

Scripture Joshua 24:14-28 (NRSVue)

“Now, therefore, revere the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that
your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to
serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the
region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living, but as for me and my
household, we will serve the Lord.”

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods, for it
is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went and
among all the peoples through whom we passed, and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”



Romans 8:1-11 (CEB)

So now there isn’t any condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. The law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and death. God has done what was impossible for the
Law, since it was weak because of selfishness. God condemned sin in the body by sending his own Son
to deal with sin in the same body as humans, who are controlled by sin. He did this so that the
righteous requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us. Now the way we live is based on the Spirit,
not based on selfishness. People whose lives are based on selfishness think about selfish things, but
people whose lives are based on the Spirit think about things that are related to the Spirit. The attitude
that comes from selfishness leads to death, but the attitude that comes from the Spirit leads to life and
peace. So the attitude that comes from selfishness is hostile to God. It doesn’t submit to God’s Law,
because it can’t. People who are self-centered aren’t able to please God.

But you aren’t self-centered. Instead you are in the Spirit, if in fact God’s Spirit lives in you. If anyone
doesn’t have the Spirit of Christ, they don’t belong to him. If Christ is in you, the Spirit is your life
because of God’s righteousness, but the body is dead because of sin. If the Spirit of the one who raised
Jesus from the dead lives in you, the one who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your human
bodies also, through his Spirit that lives in you.

Scriptural Response

One:  The Word of God for the People of God.
All:  Thanks be to God! Amen

Anthem God So Loved the World
Message Renounce
Response to the Word

Invitation to the Offering
Offertory

T Doxology Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
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Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Prayer of Confession

All:  God of freedom, we confess that we have served other gods. We have handed our days
over to security, to image, to fear, and called it faithfulness. Turn us back to you. By
your Spirit of life, free us from the law of sin and death, and teach us to choose you
again, this day and every day. Amen.

One: Hear the good news: in compassion God forgives our sin and frees us for lives of joyful

obedience through Jesus Christ. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
All:  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen.

T Closing Hymn Jesus Calls Us UMH 398

1. Jesus calls us o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, restless sea;

day by day his sweet voice soundeth, saying, “Christian, follow me!”

2. As of old the apostles heard it by the Galilean lake,

turned from home and toil and kindred, leaving all for Jesus’ sake.

3. Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world’s golden store,
from each idol that would keep us, saying, “Christian, love me more!”

4, In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease,
still he calls, in cares and pleasures, “Christian, love me more than these!”

S. Jesus calls us! By thy mercies, Savior, may we hear thy call,
give our hearts to thine obedience, serve and love thee best of all.

T Benediction

Postlude Fugue Louis Nicolas Clerambault/Edited Hopson
©2006 Hope Publishing Co.

Liturgical elements from Discipleship Ministries (UMC) and The Abingdon Worship Annual.
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